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Dear Dayspring Family, 

Remembering the Reformation 

On October the 31st, 1517, Martin Luther, pastor and university professor in Wittenburg, Saxony (Germany), 
posted his Ninety-Five Theses on the door of the church in that city.  It was a compilation of arguments 
against the church’s practice of selling indulgences- that is, certificates of forgiveness for sins, which he 
correctly argued was diametrically opposed to the Gospel.  Luther intended to start a discussion among 
church leaders and teachers essentially by calling them back to Scripture, especially with regard to its 
teaching that salvation is by God’s grace alone, received through faith alone, and that in Christ alone. 

Though Luther certainly did not anticipate the historical ramifications his action would have, his work 
nevertheless was used by God to bring His church back to an understanding of the true Gospel and a 
reliance on God’s Word as the only sure source of truth. 

At the same time, God raised up other men, like Ulrich Zwingli in Switzerland, William Tyndale in England 
- and then shortly after, John Calvin of France, and John Knox of Scotland, to bring churches in their 
countries back to the same truths.  It was truly a pivotal time in the history of the church, and of the world. 

As I think about the Reformation there are many things for which I could be thankful, but for the sake of this 
article, I mention two. I could have written more, but I hope that you will find these to be as encouraging as 
they have been to me. 

First, I am thankful that God does not allow his church to stay in error.  There may be times of great darkness 
when truth seems to be all but lost.  We may be entering one of those times now.   But God’s Word is never 
lost.  God always ensures that there is at least a remnant that is faithful to Him and His Word - and at pivotal 
times in history brings great numbers back to the truth.  It was true in Josiah’s time.  The Law of God had 
been lost, but God did not allow it to stay lost.  He saw to it that it was rediscovered, and he used Josiah to 
bring about a reformation in Judah.  The same was true in Luther’s Time.  Let us pray that He will do this 
again in our time. 

Second, I am thankful for the examples of men who had the courage to speak the truth no matter what the 
cost.  As Luther was quick to find out, there were great opponents of the Word of God and the Gospel even 
in the professing church.  He faced threats.  He was excommunicated from the        church.  The emperor 
essentially put a bounty on his head.  But he did not budge from the truth.  He did not compromise to please 
men or protect his life or well-being.  Other reformers faced the same opposition.  Zwingli was 
excommunicated from the church.  Calvin was forced to flee France.  Knox spent a year and a half as a 
galley slave.  Tyndale was hunted all over Europe before he finally was executed by strangling by the 
Catholic authorities.  But like Luther, they did not give in even an inch to compromise.  They stood firm - 
and did it at great cost - because they loved God and His Truth more than their lives.  This is a great 
encouragement to me and I hope it is to you as well.  We are facing difficult times in America.  People hate 
the truth, and perhaps even more, the people who speak it.   And so they seek to intimidate those who 
speak the truth - to “cancel” them, to sue them, to ruin them.  They may do worse.  But those of us who are 
part of Christ’s church must not give in for a moment.  May we remember the words of Luther, “The body 
they may kill, His truth abideth still; His kingdom is forever.” 

And may we declare with Luther, “Here - on God’s Word - I stand;  I can do no other!” 

 

Missions Moment 

Jud and Jan are still in upstate New York, managing their ministry and work virtually as so many people 
are this year.  There are 31 missionaries registered through the 18.26 network.  These people are 
working "regular" jobs in various countries around the world but with the express purpose of being a 
shining light to the people around them as they do so.  This looks like a possible main format for missions 
in the future because it makes the people blend in easier instead of having nationals wonder where these 
foreigners get their money (?????).   

Please pray for Jud and Jan as they minister to people who do not have the historical support of churches 
praying for them. 



Pray for the missionaries that they will connect well with their home churches and receive this support. 

Pray also for Jud and Jan.  They would love to get back to Belgium in order to facilitate their work, but 
they don't know when that will be.  Pray that, if they are to stay in northern New York, they will get the 
house repairs completed that will be needed for them to stay warm in the snowy days ahead. 

 

Operation Christmas Child - It's time to pack!  Continue to bring the items that will help to fill 
our 150 shoeboxes or take one of the boxes home and fill it yourself.  It is so much fun to shop 
for these items!  Don't forget to pray for the child who will receive your shoebox. 

OCC Packing Party - Sunday, November 8th - 4:30-5:30pm - We will fold shoeboxes in 
preparation for the Packing Party.  Monday, November 9th - 7-9pm - Join us to pack those 150 
shoeboxes full of school supplies, games, and love! 

Gotta have your morning coffee?  See Mary Ellen by Sunday, November 8th to order coffee 
or tea direct from Africa.  Payment can be made by cash or check.  The proceeds of these sales 
will support our missionary as her team plans to begin an Education Center that will help people 
in the area perfect their English, a skill that will get them through higher education and into 
jobs.  The relationships established will open doors for the gospel. 

Volunteers Needed  We need people to be the face and voice of Christ to those who bring 
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes to our church as they begin their journey to the 
children.  Up to four people will be needed for each two-hour block listed below.  Sign up in the 
hallway on the bulletin board. 

Monday, November, 16, 4-6pm  Tuesday, November. 17, 4-6pm 

Wednesday, November 18, 4-6pm  Thursday, November 19, 4-6pm 

Friday, November 20, 4-6pm   Saturday, November 21, 9-11am 

Sunday, November 22, 1-3pm  Monday, November 23, 9-11am 

 

Ministry Schedule 
SUNDAY Nov 1 Nov 8 Nov 15  

 
Nov 22 Nov 29 Dec 6 

Beverages Henry Leonhard Strickland Walker Callahan Dumas 

  Holley Martin Turner Calhoun Carter Elliott 

Ushers Deacons Deacons Deacons Deacons Deacons Deacons 

Sunday School            

Nursery I Strickland Carter Elliott Calhoun Holley Leonhard 

10:45 am Worship             

Nursery I Henry Calhoun Holleyr Walker Carter Henry 

Nursery II Elliott Haas Elliott Haas Elliott Haas 

WEDNESDAY Nov 4 Nov 11 Nov 18 Nov 25 Dec 2 Dec 9 

Nursery Carter Futch Strickland Carter Futch Strickland 

**Set-Up Futch Strickland Carter Futch Strickland Carter 

  Henry Calhoun Henry Calhoun Henry Calhoun 

If you cannot serve on the assigned date, please trade dates with someone else.  

**Set-up includes bringing 1 gallon beverage 

CLEAN-UP: EVERYONE 
 
 

 

 

 



◄ Oct 2020 November 2020 Dec 2020 ► 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
10:45-11:45 AM 
Morning Worship 
5:30 – 7 PM Prayer and 
Praise Service 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
6 PM Fellowship Meal 
6:45 PM Congregational 
Prayer/Choir Practice 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
10:45-11:45 AM 
Morning Worship 
5:30 – 7 PM Prayer and 
Praise Service 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
5:30 PM Fellowship 
Meal 
6:45 PM Congregational 
Prayer/Choir Practice 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
10:45-11:45 AM 
Morning Worship 
5:30 – 7 PM Prayer and 
Praise Service 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
6 PM Fellowship Meal 
6:45 PM Congregational 
Prayer/Choir Practice 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
10:45-11:45 AM 
Morning Worship 
5:30 – 7 PM Prayer and 
Praise Service 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
6 PM Fellowship Meal 
6:45 PM Congregational 
Prayer/Choir Practice 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
10:45-11:45 AM 
Morning Worship 
5:30 – 7 PM Prayer and 
Praise Service  

30  
 

 

 
 


