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What is the Christian to do about Racism? 

I do not think that any living in America this year would deny that this has been a year of upheaval 
in our country.  It began in March, when because of the threat of the Covid-19 virus, our country 
entered into a major lockdown - which closed schools, businesses and even churches - and which 
resulted in a huge rise in unemployment and the bankruptcy of businesses. 

But that was only the beginning.  For in May, a new crisis arose centering on accusations of 
racism.  It began with accusations against the police, which were followed by protests, then riots 
and the burning down of parts of major cities.  It has continued to escalate to the extent that 
monuments and statues have been destroyed, and with both threats and demands being made 
by activists.  The movement that has emerged out of this threatens to become even more radical. 

Now in the midst of this, churches and Christian leaders around the country, have responded 
variously to this crisis.   

Some have called on Christians to become activists - to get involved in anti-racism rallies and 
protests (and sometimes shaming others if they do not).  But there is a problem with this for neither 
Christ or his Apostles modeled or encouraged political activism.  Yes, Jesus kicked the money-
mongers out of the Temple, but then, that was, strictly speaking, His house, not public property.  
But you never see Him protesting.  John the Baptist clearly confronted sin in Herod, but protest 
was not part of that.  And Paul and the other apostles were never part of any kind of political 
agitation - even for good causes.  Abortion was a major problem in the Roman Empire yet Paul 
never called for Christian agitation against that.  The Apostles themselves were treated unjustly, 
but they did not agitate for justice.  They did not even do this with regard to slavery.  

Others today have called on white Christians to acknowledge and confess corporate guilt for the 
past sins of the church with regard to racism.  This is argued from the Bible by its proponents.  
Examples of the prayers in Nehemiah and Ezra are offered as proof.  In those books, it is claimed 
that the people confessed corporate sin, and so we are told that Christians are to do the same.  
But some major things are being ignored.  For one, the people praying the prayers of confession 
were confessing that both they and their fathers had sinned, in turning away from God’s 
commands  



In Nehemiah 1:6-7 the prophet prayed thus: “Even I and my father's house have sinned. We have 
acted very corruptly against you and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, and the 
rules that you commanded your servant Moses.” 

And in Nehemiah 9, the people as a whole do the same.  While they “confess” that their fathers’ 
sinned, they clearly admit that they are actually committing the same unfaithfulness, particularly 
with regard to marrying unbelieving women, which they had been forbidden to do in God’s Law.” 
So they are confessing their own sins, not corporate guilt. 

The fact is, in Ezekiel 18 God clearly calls on His people to repent of sin, but He makes it clear 
that NO ONE is accountable for an other person’s sins, not even for his father’s.  If a man does 
not follow in his father’s sins, he is not accountable to God for them (and importantly, a number 
of the sins condemned have to do with oppression and injustice).  God judges the individual for 
his sin.  There is no family sin or national sin of which non-guilty persons need to repent.  This 
couldn’t be stated in a more clear way. 

So what is the Christian to do?  It is actually very simple and is communicated clearly I the 
parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10.  If you remember, Jesus had been asked the question, 
“Who is my neighbor?”  And Jesus told a story in response.  A Jewish man was robbed, beaten 
and left for dead beside the road.  It looked like there was some hope for him when both a priest 
and a Levite happened upon him.  But these men chose to move on without stopping to help.  
Finally, a Samaritan, a man of a minority race in Israel, who was mostly despised by the Jews, 
stopped to help.  He treated the man’s wounds and put him in up in an inn for several days. 

Jesus ended the parable with an implied point: You neighbor is anyone with whom you have 
opportunity to interact, who has a need - regardless whether he is your race or even your enemy.  
And this gives us all we need to do with regard to racism.  As Christians, we never allow race to 
be a barrier to kindness, respectfulness, helping with needs, inviting to church, praying with, 
worshiping with, or sharing the Gospel. 

 

I will never forget a scene I saw on the news in Ann Arbor, Michigan when I was a pastor in that 
state.  A Klu Klux Klan march was being held.  It was just a handful of people marching, but the 
onlookers did not like it.  They began pelting the group with rocks and such - attacking one of the 
men especially.  But then I saw a black women run out from the crowd and wrap herself around 
the white KKK marcher in order to shield him from the mob.  I cannot remember that story or retell 
it (as I am now) without tears.  I don’t know for sure if this woman was a Christian, but I suspect 
that she was for she did what Christians do.  What I do know that this is the closest to anything 
like the story Good Samaritan which I have ever seen. 

And it is this kind of personal love which God calls us to show to others in the midst of a world 
that is divided. 

Pastor Dave 

 

   

                            



                                                                    

Announcements 
 

                        
Ladies Outing – Please meet at the church on Thursday, July 8th at 9:00 AM for a trip 
to Madison. We’ll shop and have lunch at the Farmview Market Café. Come and bring a 
friend! See Susan Leonhard for further details. 

Operation Christmas Child Preparation - We will meet at 7:00 PM at Dayspring on 
Monday, July 13 to work on crafts and preparing items for shoeboxes later this year. 
Come have a fun and effective time! All are welcome. 

                             

 

 

 

Missions Moment 

July 2020 

Thank you once again to everyone who was a part of the Vacation Bible School 
activities!!!  Your help is so appreciated and necessary to this evangelistic effort.  Our 
numbers are smaller than they were in years past, but we are able to see the true desire 
to learn and the light of understanding in the children’s eyes.  Continue to pray for these 
children that they might grow in understanding of God and Christ in their lives. 

Pray also for the effects of Coronavirus on our missionaries around the world.  Like us, 
they were forced to speak with people online instead of in person, but this may open up 
certain training opportunities that were not active before.  For some like Amy and 
Michael though, it may also mean that they cannot take the HMA that they had planned.  
If they leave their country, they may not be able to get back in at the end of their break. 



And now it is time to turn our attention to Operation Christmas Child.  Continue to look 
in the stores each time you go for those great deals on items for the shoeboxes.  Just 
after holidays or the beginning of school is often a good time because things are on 
sale.  Also, donations marked “OCC” will be used to purchase items in large quantities 
from outside sources, making our shoeboxes full of fun for the kids and opening up 
gospel opportunities around the world. 

 

 

Ministry Schedule 
SUNDAY July 5 July 12 July 19 July 26 Aug 2 Aug 9 

Beverages Callahan Dumas Futch Henry Leonhard Strickland 

  Carter Elliott Haas Holley Martin Turner 

Ushers Deacons Deacons Deacons Deacons Deacons Deacons 

Sunday School            

Nursery I Holley Leonhard Martin Strickland Carter Elliott 

10:45 am Worship             

Nursery I Walker Carter Henry Calhoun Holley Walker 

Nursery II Haas Elliott Haas Elliott Haas Elliott 

WEDNESDAY July 1 July 8 July 15 July 22 July 29 Aug 5 

Nursery Carter Futch Strickland Carter Futch Strickland 
             

**Set-Up Futch Strickland Carter Futch Strickland1 Carter 

  Henry Calhoun Henry Calhoun Henry Calhoun 

If you cannot serve on the assigned date, please trade dates with someone else.  

**Set-up includes bringing 1 gallon beverage 
       

CLEAN-UP: EVERYONE 
 



 


