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Making Missions a Priority 

My grandpa and grandma Martin worked on a farm in Murfreesboro, TN from the time that I was 
six years old until about six months after Doreen and I were married.  My family spent a lot of time 
there when I was growing up and I have great memories of those times.  I remember waking to 
the smell of some of the best breakfasts ever, building tree-houses, riding horses, picking 
vegetables in the garden - and attending camp meeting services on summer evenings.  But I also 
remember being on the farm at the end of one summer when the hay was fully grown and it was 
time to cut it, bail it and bring it into the barn.  Grandpa could not do the work himself and so he 
looked for others to help him with the work.  He was looking for harvesters. 

In the Gospels Jesus often used farming illustrations or analogies.  One of those, which 
specifically deals with looking for harvesters, we find in Matthew 9:35-38. 

“And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction.  
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers into his harvest.” 

Now in this text Jesus uses the idea of harvesting to give instruction on what today we call 
missions - which is about preaching or sharing the Gospel with those who have not heard of 
Christ, or who have not responded to Christ.   And in it we learn some very important truths about 
mission, and why we must be involved. 

First, missions is motivated by cmpassion.  Verse 36a Luke tells us that Jesus had 
compassion on the people around Him.  Compassion means to be “filled with tenderness” or “pity” 
for others.  Probably all of us have experienced this with those that we love or can relate to.  But 
Jesus was full of compassion and tenderness for crowds of people that He had not yet met 
personally.  That is the kind of love that is needed for missions. 

Second, missions is necessary because of the condition of the world.  In verse 36b Jesus 
tells His disciples that those in the world are in a desperate situation.  They are "harassed" 
(severely distressed) and “helpless” (literally “prostrate” on the ground, as when someone has 
been mortally wounded or is drunk).  Their condition is desperate and they can do nothing to 
change it. 

As Paul would say it later, they are sinners who will face the judgement of God for their rebellion 
against His law, yet because they are dead in their sins, they are not even aware of the danger 
they face.  They need someone to reach out to them. 

Finally, missions is the responsibility of the church.  Now when Jesus says in verse 37, “the 
harvest is plentiful”, what does He mean?  Simply this.  There are many that are not saved.  
According to Jesus (as recorded in other parts of the Gospels) many have been given to Jesus 
by the Father.  But many of them have not heard the Gospel yet.  They are “ripe for harvest” 
because they have been chosen and prepared by God, but they have not heard the eternal life-
giving message.  So, Jesus says, God’s people need to pray for more people to be sent to tell 
them.  That was the church’s responsibility then.  It still is today.  We must pray for preachers and  
missionaries to be sent out.  And we must send them (which is exactly what Jesus did in the 
verses immediately following this text.) 

This is why Dayspring sends missionaries to other countries and areas of this country.  It is why 
we financially support them.  It is why we pray for them. 

It is why we have a yearly missions conference.  So that all of you who are a part of Dayspring 
will be informed about the work of our missionaries, so that you can hear about the works of new 
missionaries, and so that you may be encouraged  to continue to support missions in every way 
that you are able. 

And as your pastor, I would ask all of you to make this year’s missions conference (March 5-7) a 
priority.  Looking forward to seeing you there! 

Pastor David Martin  



 

WIC will meet on Tuesday, February 9 at 7:00 PM. Please be prepared to discuss Chapter 4. 
 
There will be a Congregational Meeting after the service on February 21, 2021.  All members should plan 
to attend. 
 
This year's missions conference will be Friday through Sunday AM, March 5-7.  The missions speaker will 
be Rev. Stephen Warhurst of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Kingsport, TN.  We will also hear from 
currently supported missionaries, as well as others preparing to go to the field.  You will not want to miss 
it! 
 
Make plans for a Bible Conference at Dayspring, May 7-9.  Dr. Dale Ralph Davis will be our guest 
teacher.  Look for more details to follow. 
 
Please pray for Caty as she conducts an Abortion Recovery Seminar online this month.  She will be 
speaking with one woman in Ecuador and three women in separate locations in Chile.  Pray for the 
effective use of technology and for each of the women as they open up without being face to face. 

 
Missions Moment 

“The Fields are White unto Harvest” 
Matthew 9:35-38 

Friday – Sunday, March 5-7 
Friday – March 5 
 6:00 pm Celebration Supper provided by the Missions Committee 
 7:00 pm Worship Service  

Speaker: Rev. Steven Warhurst 
  Missionary Speaker 
Saturday – March 6 
 10:30 am Roundtable discussion with missionaries 
  

6:00 pm  Fellowship meal (Pleas bring 2-3 dishes) 
7:00 pm  Worship Service 
 Speaker: Rev Steven Warhurst 
 Missionary Speaker  

Sunday – March 7 
 9:00 am   Missionary Speaker – Update on Missionaries on the Field 
 10:45 am Morning Worship Service 
  Speaker: Rev. Steven Warhurst 
 

Ministry Schedule 
SUNDAY Feb 7 Feb 14 Feb 21 Feb 28 Mar 6 Mar 13 

Beverages Henry  Leonhard Strickland Walker Callahan Dumas 

  Holley Martin Turner Calhoun Carter Elliott 

Ushers Deacons Deacons Deacons Deacons Deacons Deacons 
Sunday 
School            

Nursury I Strickland Carter Elliott Calhoun Holley  Leonhard 
10:45 am 
Worship             

Nursery I Carter Henry Calhoun Holley Walker Carter 

Nursery II Elliott Haas Elliott Haas Elliott Haas 

WEDNESDAY Feb 3 Feb 10 Feb 17 Feb 25 Mar 3 Mar 10 

Nursery Futch Strickland Carter Futch Strickland Carter 

**Set-Up Strickland Carter Futch Strickland Carter Futch 

  Calhoun Henry Calhoun Henry Calhoun Henry 
If you cannot serve on the assigned date, please trade dates with someone else.  



 
 

February 2021 
EB Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

   6:00 Fellowship 
Meal 
6:45 
Congregational 
Prayer/Choir 
Practice 

   

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

10:45-11:45  
Morning 
Worship    
5:30-7:00 
Prayer and 
Praise Service 

 WIC 7:00 PM 6:00 Fellowship 
Meal 
6:45 
Congregational 
Prayer/Choir 
Practice 

   

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

10:45-11:45  
Morning 
Worship    
5:30-7:00 
Prayer and 
Praise Service 

  6:00 Fellowship 
Meal 
6:45 
Congregational 
Prayer/Choir 
Practice 

   

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

10:45-11:45  
Morning 
Worship    
5:30-7:00 
Prayer and 
Praise Service 

  6:00 Fellowship 
Meal 
6:45 
Congregational 
Prayer/Choir 
Practice 

   

28       

10:45-11:45  
Morning 
Worship    
5:30-7:00 
Prayer and 
Praise Service 

      

 


