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The Christian in an Election Year 

Part 1 

Dear Dayspring Family, 

In 1999, two Christian men, Cal Thomas, the columnist, and Ed Dobson, pastor of a large church 
in Grand Rapids, wrote a book entitled, Blinded by Might, with the provocative subtitle, Can the 
Religious Right Save America?  It traced the history Christians involved in politics in America over 
the years and sought to evaluate their effectiveness.  And it posed a number of questions 
regarding the Christian and government which all Christians should seriously consider, whether 
they agree with the authors’ conclusions or not.   

Now it is not my intention to summarize or review the book.  But the title should remind all 
Christians to consider what the responsibility of the church is with regard to government - and 
particularly, what our Biblical responsibility is.   This is especially important right now, as we find 
ourselves in what is certainly one of the most heated presidential election seasons in the history 
of our country. 

Some well-meaning Christians have gone to the extreme of arguing that Christians should avoid 
any connection with or involvement in government whatsoever.  The Anabaptists in the time of 
the Reformation believed this.  It can be seen argued on Facebook today.  Others have gone to 
the opposite extreme, living and speaking as though the church’s existence and effectiveness 
and joy hinged on having the right government leaders in power.  “If only we could get the right 
leader, the church would have more power or influence!”  But what does God teach us in His 
Word? 

We cannot begin to go into this in depth, but I want us to consider a number of important truths 
regarding the Christian and government this month and next as we approach elections in 
November.  We look at the first and most important this month. 

 

1. First, we must understand that as Christians we are not first American citizens, but 
citizens of the Kingdom of God.  In Daniel 1, Nebuchadnezzar had a dream.  He saw a 
statue whose sections were made of various types of metals.  The dream concluded with 
a huge boulder rolling down a hill until it hit the statue, smashing it to bits.  When Daniel 
was called in to interpret the dream, he told the king that each metal section represented 
a particular kingdom or empire that would come into power over time.  The boulder,  Daniel 
said, was the Kingdom of God.  And that point was that God’s Kingdom would one day be 
established, that it would be superior to all others, and that it would never come to an end. 

That kingdom, of course, was and is the Kingdom of God which Jesus Christ inaugurated 
with His coming.  And it is the kingdom to which all Christians, no matter what their 
nationality, belong first.  This means that when there is conflict between the laws of the 
Kingdom of God (God’s Word) and the laws or leaders  of man - the Kingdom of God 
always take precedence. 

Now this does not mean that if we are part of the Kingdom of God we cannot also 
participate in the government of earthly nations. We may vote.  In fact, I believe that we 
should.  It is not mentioned in the Bible because democracy did not exist in its context.  
But as God has given us the privilege of having a voice in the election of our leaders, I 
believe that we ought not squander the privilege any more than we would squander any 
gift of God. 

Nor does it mean that we cannot have positions within those governments.  The Bible is 
full of examples of this - including men like Joseph, Daniel, and Cornelius.  Some 
Christians served in Caesar’s household (Philippians 4).   Now no Christian should 



compromise the truth, as politicians are often encouraged to do.  Daniel and his God-
fearing friends in leadership in Babylon famously did not compromise, ever - whether in a 
large issue or small.  But we can - and some of us should - be involved in local or national 
government leadership. 

Ultimately, this truth means that while nations and empires collapse (America could in our 
lifetimes) we are part of a Kingdom that will never collapse or fail.  Nations become 
immoral.  Nations become oppressive.  Nations become weak.  The Kingdom of God does 
not.  

This is exactly the point of the author of Hebrews in 12:28-29 as he encourages us with 
these words:  “Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a 
consuming fire.”   

All other kingdoms and world powers will one day come to an end.  Their leaders and 
citizens will stand before the LORD of the universe to be judged - and will be found 
wanting.  But the citizens of the Kingdom of God - believers from all of history - will reign 
forever with the King! 

Let us find our joy in this King and His Kingdom! 

Pastor Dave 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child - Another night of fun and crafts to fill children's hearts with 
joy and Jesus!  Monday, September 14, 7-9pm at Dayspring. 

Fellowship Lunch – Please join us for a covered dish lunch on Sunday, September 
20th. Please bring two covered dishes to share.  

Operation Christmas Child needs YOU!  We also need your money - to buy the 
supplies that will fill the shoeboxes which give our brothers and sisters overseas the 
opportunity to tell the children (and their parents) that God loves them and has a 
purpose for their lives.  Mark donations OCC.  Thank you! 

Baby Bottle Boomerang 2020 – Bottles are available for pickup.. Please save your 
change to support the pregnancy center. Your donations assist in providing free 
pregnancy tests, baby supplies, parenting classes and friendship to a woman facing an 
unplanned pregnancy.    

 

Missions Moment 

Please pray for our missionaries: 
 
Strong marriages and families    Friendships 
Needs of parents and family in their home country Language competence 
Grace and humility in relationships   Cultural adaptation 
Protection from Satan's attacks    Fruitfulness 
Protection of the Holy Spirit    Perseverance 
Continuing zeal to see people won to Christ  Support needs  
New workers to join the harvest    Health and safety 
Protection from discouragement    Spiritual vitality 
Power of the Spirit in their ministries   Needs of their children 
College-age children, separated from their parents Protection of the Holy Spirit 
 



 

 

Baby Bottle Boomerang 2020 

“You saw me before I was born” Psalm 139:16 

When you fill this bottle with change, cash, 
and checks. 

You help provide a free pregnancy test, baby 
supplies, parenting classes and a hand of 
friendship to a woman facing an unplanned 
pregnancy. 

You help broken families get a second chance 
by being mended through prayer and our 
counseling services. 

You help 7th – 12th grade students receive 
instruction from “Choosing the Best,” an 
abstinence centered sex education program in 
Monroe County. 

You allow us to continue spreading the pro-
life message to the Middle Georgia area. (This 
is currently our 31st year.) 

You help spread the gospel of Jesus Christ in 
our community. 

Thank you for your prayers & support!  Please 
return your bottle by Columbus Day, October 
12, 2020 
 

                                     
 



Ministry Schedule 
SUNDAY Sept 6 Sept 13 Sept 20  Sept 27 Oct 4 Oct 11 

Beverages Futch Henry Leonhard Strickland Walker Callahan 

  Haas Holley Martin Turner Calhoun Carter 

Ushers Deacons Deacons Deacons Deacons Deacons Deacons 

Sunday School            

Nursery I Martin Strickland Carter Elliott Calhoun Holley 
10:45 am 
Worship             

Nursery I Holley Walker Carter Henry Calhoun Holley 

Nursery II Elliott Haas Elliott Haas Elliott Haas 

WEDNESDAY Sept 9 Sept 16 Sept 23 Sept 30 Oct 7 Oct 14 

Nursery Futch Strickland Carter` Futch Strickland Carter 

**Set-Up Strickland Carter Futch Strickland Carter Futch 

  Henry Calhoun Henry Calhoun Henry Calhoun 
If you cannot serve on the assigned date, please trade dates with someone else.  

**Set-up includes bringing 1 gallon beverage 
CLEAN-UP: EVERYONE 

 

 

◄ Aug 2020 September 2020 Oct 2020 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1  

 
2  
6 PM Fellowship 
Meal 
6:45 PM 
Congregational 
Prayer/Choir 
Practice 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
10:45-11:45 AM 
Morning Worship 
6 – 7 PM Prayer and 
Praise Service 

7  
 

8  
WIC 6:45 PM at 
Church 

9  
6 PM Fellowship 
Meal 
6:45 PM 
Congregational 
Prayer/Choir 
Practice 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
10:45-11:45 AM 
Morning Worship 
6 – 7 PM Prayer and 
Praise Service 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
6 PM Fellowship 
Meal 
6:45 PM 
Congregational 
Prayer/Choir 
Practice 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
10:45-11:45 AM 
Morning Worship 
6 – 7 PM Prayer and 
Praise Service 
Fellowship Luncheon 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
6 PM Fellowship 
Meal 
6:45 PM 
Congregational 
Prayer/Choir 
Practice 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
10:45-11:45 AM 
Morning Worship 
6 – 7 PM Prayer and 
Praise Service 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
6 PM Fellowship 
Meal 
6:45 PM 
Congregational 
Prayer/Choir 
Practice 

 

 


